CHAPTER III
THE MAN OF LETTERS: 1865-1876
ONCE again, the sheer breadth of William Morris's character compels us to put a somewhat arbitrary title at the head of this chapter. During the years of which it will treat, Morris was engaged in much else besides literature. The title has been chosen merely because it seems to express the dominant note.
The sudden break in his life involved in the moving from " Red House " in Kent, to Bloomsbury once more, may have had an unconscious effect in setting Morris's pilgrim mind on a new road. Perhaps the disappointment at the indifferent reception of the " Defence of Guenevere" had passed away. Whatever the reason, in the year 1866 he turned once again to poetry, and began the " Earthly Paradise," which appeared in successive volumes during the years 1867-70.
In some ways this is Morris's most characteristic life work—which is by no means to say that it is also his finest work. It is characteristic because he here expressed himself in a series of tales of wanderings in a world of fantasy. The setting is of a body of men, driven from Europe by the Black Death pestilence of the sixteenth century, who go out to seek a better land —an Earthly Paradise—which was fabled to lie beyond
18been in Red Lion Square. Thus Morris, intentionally or not, came, like the mediseval craftsman whom he so much admired, to live and work in the same dwelling. It was a fitting accomplishment of his j^aljofj^                                               part of life :
